THE PANAROMIC TOUR OF BEIJING
22 September 2017

09:00 Departure from the conference center
Professional and experienced licensed guide during the tours.
Transportation by a comfortable AC non smoking Luxurious car / Van with professional driver.
18:30 Returning to the hotel

Price: FREE

During the Tour will visit the Historical Places
Beijing Tiananmen Square
Beijing Wangfuijing Street
The Great Wall of China
Beijing Temple of Heaven
Beijing Summer Palace
Ming Tombs

HISTORICAL PLACES INFORMATION

1.

Beijing Tiananmen Square

Tiananmen Square is a city square in the centre of Beijing, China, named after the Tiananmen
("Gate of Heavenly Peace") located to its north, separating it from the Forbidden City. The
square contains the Monument to the People's Heroes, the Great Hall of the People, the
National Museum of China, and the Mausoleum of Mao Zedong. Mao Zedong proclaimed the
founding of the People's Republic of China in the square on October 1, 1949; the anniversary of
this event is still observed there.[1] Tiananmen Square is within the top ten largest city squares
in the world (440,500 m2 – 880×500 m or 109 acres – 960×550 yd). It has great cultural
significance as it was the site of several important events in Chinese history.Outside China, the
square is best known for the Tiananmen Square Massacre, an armed suppression of a prodemocracy movement in June 1989.

2. Beijing Wangfuijing Street

Wangfujing is one of the most famous shopping streets of Beijing, China, located in Dongcheng
District. The majority of the main area is pedestrianised and very popular shopping place for
both tourists and residents of the capital. Since the middle of the Ming Dynasty there have
been commercial activities in this place. In the Qing Dynasty, ten aristocratic estates and

princess residence were built here, soon after when a well full of sweet water was discovered,
thereby giving the street its name "Wang Fu" (princely residence), "Jing" (well). Many exotic
foods are served on Wangfujing snack street.

3. The Great Wall of China

The Great Wall of China is a series of fortifications made of stone, brick, rammed earth, wood,
and other materials, generally built along an east-to-west line across the historical northern
borders of China to protect the Chinese states and empires against the raids and invasions of
the various nomadic groups of the Eurasian Steppe. Several walls were being built as early as
the 7th century BCE; these, later joined together and made bigger and stronger, are now
collectively referred to as the Great Wall. Especially famous is the wall built 220–206 BCE by Qin
Shi Huang, the first Emperor of China. Little of that wall remains. Since then, the Great Wall has
been rebuilt, maintained, and enhanced; the majority of the existing wall is from the Ming
Dynasty (1368–1644). Other purposes of the Great Wall have included border controls, allowing
the imposition of duties on goods transported along the Silk Road, regulation or
encouragement of trade and the control of immigration and emigration. Furthermore, the
defensive characteristics of the Great Wall were enhanced by the construction of watch towers,
troop barracks, garrison stations, signaling capabilities through the means of smoke or fire, and
the fact that the path of the Great Wall also served as a transportation corridor.
,

4.

Beijing Temple of Heaven

The Temple of Heaven is an imperial complex of religious buildings situated in the southeastern
part of central Beijing. The complex was visited by the Emperors of the Ming and Qing dynasties
for annual ceremonies of prayer to Heaven for good harvest. It has been regarded as a Taoist
temple, although Chinese heaven worship, especially by the reigning monarch of the day,
predates Taoism. The Temple of Heaven was inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1998
and was described as "a masterpiece of architecture and landscape design which simply and
graphically illustrates a cosmogony of great importance for the evolution of one of the world’s
great civilizations..." as the "symbolic layout and design of the Temple of Heaven had a
profound influence on architecture and planning in the Far East over many centuries.

5.

Beijing Summer Palace

The Summer Palace is a vast ensemble of lakes, gardens and palaces in Beijing, China. It serves
as a popular tourist destination and recreational park. Mainly dominated by Longevity Hill, it
covers an expanse of 2.9 square kilometres (1.1 sq mi), three-quarters of which is water.
Longevity Hill is about 60 metres (200 feet) high and has many buildings positioned in
sequence. The front hill is rich with splendid halls and pavilions, while the back hill, in sharp
contrast, is quiet with natural beauty. The central Kunming Lake, covering 2.2 square kilometres
(540 acres), was entirely man-made and the excavated soil was used to build Longevity Hill.

In December 1998, UNESCO included the Summer Palace on its World Heritage List. It declared
the Summer Palace "a masterpiece of Chinese landscape garden design. The natural landscape
of hills and open water is combined with artificial features such as pavilions, halls, palaces,
temples and bridges to form a harmonious ensemble of outstanding aesthetic value".

6.

Ming Tombs

The Ming tombs are a collection of mausoleums built by the emperors of the Ming dynasty of
China. The first Ming emperor's tomb is located near his capital Nanjing. However, the majority
of the Ming tombs are located in a cluster near Beijing and collectively known as the Thirteen
Tombs of the Ming Dynasty. They are within the suburban Changping District of Beijing
Municipality, 42 kilometres (26 mi) north-northwest of Beijing city center. The site, on the
southern slope of Tianshou Mountain (originally Huangtu Mountain), was chosen based on the
principles of feng shui by the third Ming emperor, the Yongle Emperor. After the construction
of the Imperial Palace (Forbidden City) in 1420, the Yongle Emperor selected his burial site and
created his own mausoleum. The subsequent emperors placed their tombs in the same valley.
From the Yongle Emperor onwards, 13 Ming dynasty emperors were buried in the same area.
The Xiaoling tomb of the first Ming emperor, the Hongwu Emperor, is located near his capital
Nanjing; the second emperor, the Jianwen Emperor, was overthrown by the Yongle Emperor
and disappeared, without a known tomb. The "temporary" emperor, the Jingtai Emperor, was
also not buried here, as the Tianshun Emperor had denied him an imperial burial; instead, the
Jingtai Emperor was buried west of Beijing. The last Ming emperor buried at the location was
the Chongzhen Emperor, who committed suicide by hanging (on 25 April 1644). He was buried
in his concubine Consort Tian's tomb, which was later declared as an imperial mausoleum Si
Ling by the emperor of the short-lived Shun dynasty, Li Zicheng, with a much smaller scale
compared to the other imperial mausoleums built for Ming emperors.

