The PanoramicTour of Girona

25 November 2017

09:00 Departure from the conference center
Professional and experienced licensed guide during the tours.
Transportation by a comfortable AC non smoking Luxurious car / Van with professional
driver.
19:00 Returning to the hotel
Price: ONLY TRANSPORTATION FREE
Most place charges the entrance fee.

Note: The museums entrance fee and lunch will be paid by the participants.

During the Tour will visit the Historical Places
Girona Cathedral
Sant Pere de Galligants
Plaça de la Independència (Girona)
Lake of Banyoles
Montserrat

Historical Places Information
1. Girona Cathedral

The Girona Cathedral, also known as the Cathedral of Saint Mary of Girona (in
Catalan: Catedral de Santa Maria de Girona or simply Catedral de Girona), is a
Roman Catholic church located in Girona, Catalonia, Spain. It is the seat of the
Roman Catholic Diocese of Girona. The cathedral's interior includes the widest
Gothic nave in the world, with a width of 22 metres (72 ft), and the second widest of
any church after that of St. Peter's Basilica (for comparison, the width of the nave of
Reims Cathedral is 14.65 m, Saint-Étienne de Sens, 15.25 m and 12 m, in Notre
Dame de Paris). Its construction was begun in the 11th century in the Romanesque
architectural style, and continued in the 13th century in the Gothic style. Of the
original Romanesque edifice only the 12th-century cloister and a bell tower remain.
The second bell tower was completed in the 18th century. In 1015, the church was in
poor condition. Bishop Peter Roger, son of Count Roger I of Carcassonne, restored it
with the money obtained by selling the church of the St. Daniel to his brother-in-law,
Count Ramon Borrell of Barcelona. The church and its cloister were built until 1064, in
Romanesque style. The bell tower was completed in 1117.

2. Sant Pere de Galligants

The monastery was built from 992, outside the walls of Girona, when Ramon Borrell,
count of Barcelona gave to the monks rights over the quarter of Sant Pere. The
monks held the ruler of the quarter until 1339, when King Peter IV of Aragon restored
it to Aragon. In 1117 Ramon Berenguer III of Barcelona united the monastery to the
Abbey of Sainte-Marie de Lagrasse, in what is now France, though Sant Pere kept an
abbot of his own and a large degree of autonomy. Sant Pere was never a big
community, and the church was not the local parish, and only baptisms were held in
the monastery. In 1362, when the monastery was enclosed within the city's walls, it
was redesigned to a more defensive shape. It started to decay from the 15th century,
and in 1592 it was united to the also decaying monasteries of Sant Miquel de Cruïlles
and Sant Miquel de Fluvià. In 1835 the monastery included an abbot and four monks.
It was declared a national monument in 1931. The small cloister is an example of
Catalan Romanesque architecture. The northern gallery dates to 1154, while the
remaining ones are from 1190. The capitals of the columns have motifs very similar to
those in the cloisters of Sant Cugat del Vallès or in the Cathedral of Girona. Some
depict scenes from Jesus' life, while others show typical Romanesque elements such
as lions or sirens.

3. Plaça de la Independència (Girona)

The Plaça de la Independència, which refers to the War of Spanish Independence
against Napoleon Bonaparte, is one of the best known and most frequented places in
Girona. Located in Mercadal district in the city center, is also known as Plaça de Sant
Agustí, because formerly the Convent of Sant Agustí had been raised there. The
interest of the square lies 19th-century style, despite it is surrounded by austere
identical neoclassical buildings with porches dedicated to the defenders of the city of
Girona during the sieges of 1808 and 1809. However, the symmetrical proportions of
square corresponds more to current interventions than its architectural past. The
municipal architect Martí Sureda was the first who thought up an arcaded square with
loops closed and neoclassical, with some buildings having the same aesthetic
proportions. The urbanization of the area only followed in part their schemes. The
construction of the first theaters in this city, broke down the idea of Martí Sureda. Until
the 18th century, what that architect had imagined could not be completed. This part
of the city in Noucentisme style is a romantic and timeless creation, from one century
to another, nowadays captivates inhabitants and visitors. Today has great activity due
to the gradual opening of cafes and restaurants. On this, some business are well
known for its history like the Café Royal, Cinema Albéniz and Casa Marieta.

4. Lake of Banyoles

Lake of Banyoles (or Estany de Banyoles) is a natural lake located in the comarca
"Pla de l'Estany", Province of Girona, in northeastern Catalonia, Spain. It is named
after the nearby town of Banyoles, to which it belongs entirely. On the western shore
it borders with the town of Porqueres. The lake is approximately 2,100 m by 750 m
with an average depth of 15 m that in several points gets down to 46.4 metres. It is
located in a natural tectonic depression. Presently Lake Banyoles is the largest
natural lake in Catalonia. Lake Sils, located 33 kn further south, was formerly the
largest lake in the area until it was drained in 1851. There are both native and
introduced fish species in the lake, like carp, gardí, bavosa de riu, sunfish, tench,
black bass and eel. It is known that other fishes like the pike, the peix gat and the
goldfish were introduced in the 19th century, but no specimens of those species
have been found in recent surveys in the lake.

5. Montserrat

Montserrat is a Caribbean island—specifically in the Leeward Islands, which is part
of the chain known as the Lesser Antilles, in the British West Indies. It is a British
Overseas Territory (BOT). Montserrat measures approximately 16 km (10 mi) in
length and 11 km (7 mi) in width, with approximately 40 km (25 mi) of coastline.
Montserrat is nicknamed The Emerald Isle of the Caribbean both for its resemblance
to coastal Ireland and for the Irish ancestry of many of its inhabitants. On 18 July
1995, the previously dormant Soufrière Hills volcano, in the southern part of the
island, became active. Eruptions destroyed Montserrat's Georgian era capital city of
Plymouth. Between 1995 and 2000, two-thirds of the island's population was forced to
flee, primarily to the United Kingdom, leaving fewer than 1,200 people on the island
as of 1997 (rising to nearly 5,000 by 2016). The volcanic activity continues, mostly
affecting the vicinity of Plymouth, including its docking facilities, and the eastern side
of the island around the former W. H. Bramble Airport, the remnants of which were
buried by flows from volcanic activity on 11 February 2010. An exclusion zone that
extends from the south coast of the island north to parts of the Belham Valley was
imposed because of the size of the existing volcanic dome and the resulting potential
for pyroclastic activity. Visitors are generally not permitted entry into the exclusion
zone, but an impressive view of the destruction of Plymouth can be seen from the top
of Garibaldi Hill in Isles Bay. Relatively quiet since early 2010, the volcano continues
to be closely monitored by the Montserrat Volcano Observatory. It is the most studied
volcano in the world and Montserrat has been regarded as a "Modern Day Pompeii"
in the Caribbean.

